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IMMEDIATE RELEASE - April 2, 1973
San Diego, California

The works of the French artist Georges Rouault represented the first major
trend toward religion in Western art since the Baroque Era.

A portion of his

graphic etchings belonging to the Leslie L. Johnson Collection will be exhibited
in the University of San Diego's Founders Gallery.
12 and will continue through May 3.

The exhibit will open April

US0 s Founders Gallery is open to the public
1

weekdays from 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M., weekends by appointment .
The collection includes 24 icon-like etchings from the series by Roualt
entitled 11 Miserere 11 which were orig i nal1~ 1 designe d as bookplates portraying the
sorrows of man .

Georges Rouault was a t'.'IE::,1ber of the school of early 20th century

French Expressionist pa.inters known as the

11

Fauves 11 or wild beasts .

Even within

the radical group, Rouault developed an unique expression of his own influenced
by a lo ng an d tragic life.
Inspi ration for the etchings of "Miserere'' was found i n stained-glass windows.
Rouault's technique of building luminou s colors thickly atop one another and of
defining human forms with bold black outl ines reflected this ancient stainedglass window design as well as the arti st's view of the spirit imprisoned within
the human body .
The Leslie L. Johnson Collection will be brought to the University of San
Di ego after being displayed -in ga 11 er i es throughout the Sou t hwest.

A 1ong-time

friend of education, Johnson is also member of the Board of Trustees of the
San Diego Fine Arts Gallery , and currently reside~ in Laguna Hills.
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